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Merchants and Civilization.

A friend asks what significance there Is in the
gathering of commercial men in convention. Well
commercial men have led the eliviization of this
world from the beginning. Commercial men first
started caravans into central Asia: they first
bullt rude boats and started out to explore the
peeans of the world, The exchange of what a man
hus for what some other man has and to make
money by the transaction hag been, perhaps, the
most persigtent attribute of human nature. How
long since the caravans started no one knows,
but we belleve the Tyrians wetre the first success-
ful sallors. The caravans brought in the splces
and the “dyed garments” from the east to the
shores of the Mediterranean; the Tyrians first
ventured out to sea In row boals, and later sup-
plemented the oars with the salls of many colors
that we read of In the bible. The models of boats
have been found in the ruing of Tyre as finely
lined a8 any modern boats. The Tyrians ex-
plored the Mediterranean and passed out of the
“Plllnrs of Hercules™ and along the coasts north
and south. They were sailors and merchants
combined und took to the sea to sell thelr wares,
How many thousands dled from pirates, [from
storms, from being tossed on strange shores,
there Is no record, but they perceived; they built
better and better ghips and extended (helr yoy-
ages farther and farther, It was to Hirem of
Tyre that Solomon applled for ships and men
and cunning workmen.

In more modern days the commerce that the
merchants of Venlee areated lg more familinr his-
tory. Buot really It was the merchants and sailors
of Germany and Holland that finally brought
around the freedom of ecentral Europe. They
mannfactured goods, they bullt and  adorned
citles, they buillt ahlps and explored all the shores
of the North and Baltle seas; at last they put
uwny the kings that sought to draw too much
ttlbute from them, and from early in the thir
leenth to almost the close of the fifteenth century
were the greal controlling force of central and
torthern Europe and before elther Luther or Cal-
vig appearved, had lberty for thelr watchword,
which then Included both personal freedom and
eedom of consclenco,

They formed & great league and that league
grew until 1t dietated to kings. It was from these
that England first learned to understand the pos-
sibliities of trade with Bogland. 014 Franols
Drake captured one of thelr ships loaded with
the rich goods of the Orlent, and though the proof
Wiis elear that the act was that of a buccaneer,
be sailed hig prize Into an English-port and '0ld
Queen Bess wounld never give it up.  Though
England had clreumnavigated the world, she was
far behind. the Germans and the Dutch in her
thipping and commerce unil after the dispersion
of the great Armada. Then she took on & pres-
"lge that she had never had before; then It geemed
0 dawn upon her merchanis that because of her

location and manifold harbors she possessed ad-
vantages which her rivals conld never compete
with and she began in earnest (o make her con-
quest of the geas. But those old German and
Dutech merchants and sallors, while demanding all
privileges for themselves were not ot all dis-
posed to reciprocate; they were mighiy near pi-
rates themselves when it came to dealing with
ships of other natlons In distress, and It required
almost three centuries to teach them that other
people had rights which they were bound to re-
spect. One great source of thelr revenues was
the profits of their fishing boats In the Baltic.
Thi! sea in those days fairly swarmed with her-
ring, on ope of Its shores were sall springs where
they ocould cure thelr catches, and as all Europe
was Catholie at the time thelr sales were almost
limitless, They had a law that no ships might put
to sea in the winter months, but they made an ex.
coption ‘I a4 ship was loaded with herrings and
heer, om the ground that both were needed and
both were in & measure perishable. They had no
compagses to sall by, their ships were clumsy and
their rigging most crude; they ag a rule hugged
the shore and there were no lighthouses. But
they persevered, and grew rich, the nature of their
ocecupation made them both brave and saucy, and
they finally worked out at least the beginning of
the dellverance of Burope from the thralldom of
priests and kings.
b — — —

The Nominations and Platform.

The Republican convention nominated Mr.
Taft for president and Mr, Sherman for vice pras.
fdent. Mr. Taft Is a verv great man. A fine
gcholar, 4 great lawyer, his order of mind is that
of a tralned judge: his executive abllity has been
tested in many ways and has been equul to every
oceasion. He brought order and peace to the
Phillppines; he brought order and effective work
at Panama; he prescribed the remedy for Cuba,
and below his splendid abilities he is one of the
most genial and resolute men In the nation. He
has few, If any, superiors. If elected president he
will tnke the office as a& trust; he will not run it
by Impulse or by Inspiration. His alm will be to
do the best he can for all the people of the Unlted
States. He iz In every respect a strong, great,
thorough American. 1If elected president he will
be nearer like Abvaham Lineoln than any man
since his day, although he has mever heen sub-
jected to the hard discipline that Lincoln was, but
he has had varied and extensive experience. He
knows how to handle men. He Is & just man in
all his Iustinets, and rich and poor will allke get
their deserts from him:. He Is as kindly and wise
a8 was Lincoin; he |s as brave as was Lincoln;
he has his whole country at heart as much as ever
Lincoln had It, There will be no emanations of
wild impulse or angry passion from the White
House if ever he I8 the president. He hag no awe
of great wealth, and where wealth Is taking ad-
vantage of the laws or of the conditions of the
country to do wrong things, he will find a rem-
edy. At the same Hme he does not assume in
advance that rich men are naturally rogues, He
has been In the limelight for several years and
has never failed. If anyone thinks he will not he
president If elected they are mistaken in the
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man, He understands thoroughly where the re-
spongibllity will be and who will have the praise
or the blame as may be, and hoth as o relfish
and 6 patriotie thought he will want to do his
bhest,

We do not know so very much about Mr. Bher
man, except that he has been twenty years In
Congress; that among his fellow members he
gtands firsi-class as an able, careful, hroad-minded
Ameriean, and better than all his pubile record Is
that among his nelghbors and friends where he
has lived all hig life, their bellef s that he s
one of the biggest men in all this nation.

The platform generally 2 a good one, It pula
in an anti-injunction plank which In affect is that
unless the emergency ls extremie no restraining
order shall be lssued except the other slde be
first given a hearing, Mr. Gompers wanted to
make labor unions exempt from the operation of
the injunction Jaw. That would mean simply the
beginning of chaos, Of course, It would not ba
granted. The papers tell us that Mr. Bryan
thinks that plank {n the Republlean platform Ia a
makeshift and o fall-down. If Mr. Bryan and the
Democracy go any farther they will make a mils
take, The country is yet too young for any politl-
cal party to start out with a propesition to throw
discredit on the courts of the country. Conserva-
tive people will not have that for they rightly
judge that the safeguard of the country is Its
courts,

On ithe tariff ithe platform is all right. The
only criticlsm is that it vught to have been done
four years sooner. One significant expression in
the platform {s that the tarif must go no fur
ther than the difference between the wages of this
country and of forelgn countries; that the labor
in this country must be protected, and it is true
that through a tarlff the burden to the people Is
the least and that the laborers and prod o8 gen-
erally In this country must be protected agalnst
the pauper labor and child labor and half-fed
lubor of the old world.

The plank on the merchant marine is merely
n mnkeshift, a platitude, Indeed, because it simply
expressges a wish without statlng any means
through which the wish can be accomplished.

The platform is entirely silent on the mining
of this country, except that it asks for a mining
bureau becauge of the extengive proportions te
which mining has attalned. We presume the
tramers of the platform had in thought mostly
the conl and Iron mines of the east, for it had not
a word, in tracing up the eauses of the wonderfal
prosperity of the country since the Republleans
were in power, It had not one word for the vital,
moving prineiple of the country, which is gold,
and with which the few miners in the west have
supplied the government and the natlon and made
possible all Its advances. Of course it took credit
to the Republican party for the prosperiiy, and
porhaps {t was natural for the framers of the res-
olutlon to fgnore the effect of gold and silver min-
ing In the last sixty years, although It I8 a pliin
case that the prosperity boasted of Is more due
{o the mining of thoge precious meials than to
any other ten causes combined.

In a few days now the Democrats will have
thelr conventlon and then the campaign will be-
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